YOUR LIFE.YOUR ENERGY.

KEEPING YOU CONNECTED TO THE
BEST ENERGY EFFICIENCY TIPS

PLANTING A TREE IN THE RIGHT PLACE

A properly selected and planted tree can add beauty and energy efficiency
to your landscape. A poorly selected and planted tree can become high
maintenance, dangerous, and short-lived.

One of the first considerations is the purpose of your tree. Will your tree be
needed for shade, a windbreak, or beauty? These considerations will affect
what tree is suitable for you, and where it should be planted. Dense evergreens
provide a good wind block, while leafy deciduous trees provide shade in the
summer. No matter what purpose, the best option is always native trees. They
require less maintenance and will live longer.

The next step is to decide where you will plant your tree. For a windbreak, plant
trees to the north and northwest. For shade, plant trees to the east and west of
your home. Remember that fast-growing trees are more brittle, and likely to be
damaged in a storm. Plant these trees farther from your home to protect your
home from damage.

Select planting locations that will not interfere with your utility lines or power
poles. Tall growing trees with a mature height of greater than 40 feet should be
planted 50 feet away to avoid future pruning. A mature height of less than 25
feet is recommended for trees planted near power lines. Keep in mind that trees
should never be planted directly under power lines, near poles, or too close to
electrical equipment.
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